News from our Chief Executive Officer

PICTURED ABOVE LEFT TO RIGHT: ED RANDLE,
JABO WAGGONER, AND MAYOR FRANK BROCATO

Aldridge Gardens 17th annual fundraiser “Hydrangeas Under the Stars” was a true
celebration in memory of our founder Eddie Aldridge. After a day of scattered
thunderstorms throughout Hoover, the clouds disappeared and the weather was perfect.
The evening started with Prosecco being poured as guest arrived and received their bid
numbers. The reception and silent auction were held under the Pavilion and the
competition began. Promptly at 7 pm bids were pulled as everyone tried to guard their
high bids on favorite items. From beautiful one of a kind artwork to handcrafted jewelry
to hotel packages, there was something for everyone.
As guests were lead down the hydrangea lined path to the mood lit tent, lots of
conversations were being shared about Mr. Eddie Aldridge.
Hoover Mayor Frank Brocato welcomed everyone and spoke of what Aldridge Gardens
means to the City of Hoover and its residence. The Mayor recognized all of the elected
officials, including State Senator Jabo Waggoner and his lovely wife Marilyn.
Advisory Board Member Mark Davis shared stories of Eddie and Kay and invited
everyone to take a minute and watch a video of photos chosen by Kay Aldridge, with
Eddie’s favorite music playing in the background.
From the white table cloth covered tables with, of course, Hydrangea center pieces, to
the fabulous menu prepared by students of Jefferson State Culinary & Hospitality
Institute, the evening was perfect.
The live auction, lead by our volunteer auctioneer Hoover City Councilman John Lyda
was indeed successful, as guests reached deep into their pockets to support Aldridge
Gardens.
I would like to personally thank Eddie Aldridge for his vision and love of the beautiful
outdoors, and Kay Aldridge for her continued support, as well as all of our supporters
who continue to give to the future of our Gardens.
Add some beauty to your summer and stop by for a visit soon.
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New Bonsai and
Educational
Building Under
Construction

Summer Camps
Aldridge Gardens’ 2019 Summer
Camps were a TREMENDOUS success!
Campers enjoyed Science, Art and the
ever-popular American Girl Doll camps
all around the Gardens. Who knew
learning could be so much fun?
A BIG thank you to the campers and
their parents for making this a huge
success! Also a hearty thank you to
Debbie McDonald (Aldridge Gardens’
Education Coordinator), our camp
teachers, and the Hoover Belles—you
all made this year’s camps the best
ever.

Taste of Hoover
Thursday, October 10th

Mark you calendars now for Hoover’s social event of the Fall, Taste Of Hoover at
Aldridge Gardens! Last year over 40 of Hoover’s top restaurants and caterers, along with
local breweries and distilleries, shared their talents with a huge, sell-out crowd. No one left
hungry!
October 10th will be here before you know it —mark your calendars now. Tickets go on
sale later this summer. Visit Aldridgegardens.com for updates
Restaurants who wish to participate should contact Amanda Callahan at amanda@
goproeventsolutions.com

Is a special social or business
affair in your future? Our
professional event coordinator
can help you plan your perfect
day at one of the most
beautiful locations in the
Birmingham area. We have a
variety of indoor and outdoor
venues, and we will provide
you with all the information
and inspiration you need to
host the perfect party,
wedding, conference or
meeting. For information,
contact Amanda Baker,
Director of Sales and Catering
(205) 682-8019
ext. 103 or
abaker@aldridgegardens.com.

